
For the past two years, WCBS-
FM has been the Walter O’Malley 
of radio stations.

Maybe it didn’t take the Dodg-
ers out of Brooklyn, but it sure 
whacked the joy out of New York’s 
airwaves when it ditched its be-
loved oldies format and replaced 
it with something called “Jack 
FM.” Out went the Platters; in 
came all those groups who had 
hits in the ’80s. You know … uh … 
those groups, those hits. 

There were some hits in the ’80s, 
weren’t there? 

Far worse than just tossing the 
tunes, however, WCBS tossed its 
humanity: its deejays. “Cousin 
Brucie,” Harry Harrison, Dan In-
gram, and others — all New York 
institutions — were dumped like 
the magic lamp mistaken for old 
junk. Instead, the station inter-
spersed its new mishmash of 
songs with quips prerecorded in 
Canada.

These had all the local flavor of a 
Hot Pocket. And believe it or not, 
this was supposedly the beauty of 
Jack: It was just like an iPod, albe-
it one programmed by some guy 
far away with bad taste and zero 
personality. What’s not to like? 

Besides every single second, I 
mean? The station stank, shrank, 
sank. And this explains why, next 
week, it is switching back to its 
former format and hoping all is 
forgiven. 

Is it?
“New Yorkers are very nonfor-

giving,” Bruce Morrow — aka 
Cousin Brucie — said in that flan-
nel martini voice of his. 

For a couple of generations, Mr. 
Morrow was second family to a 
wide swath of New Yorkers. 
“When Cousin Brucie was on the 
radio — and I’m on the radio now, 
I’m on Sirius — I’m a friend. I talk 
to people,” Mr. Morrow said 
(sometimes in the third person). 
“You’d be in your car, or the bath-
room, or the bed, and you’d have a 
friend with you.” Him, that is. As 
CBS was showing him the door, 
Mr. Morrow said, “I warned them: 
You don’t fool with the culture of 
New York City.”

They learned that the hard way. 
Since the switch in June of ’05, 
WCBS-FM has dropped to 16th 

place in the local market from 
eighth. Revenues have slumped 
30%. And anyone still paying at-
tention seems just tickled by the 
plunge. 

“From the day they did it, it was 
a message that boomers are no 
longer relevant,” Marty Appel, 
the Yankees’ publicist from 1968 
to 1991, said. “I gave it [Jack] a few 
weeks’ trial — the Katie Couric 
trial period — and it just didn’t 
resonate for me. So it drove me to 
buy an iPod and load it up with 
the music I love.” (Particularly 
the “Bristol Stomp,” by the 
Dovells.)

So much for Jack being the iPod 
killer. And really, does it make 
any sense for radio to fight the iP-
od by being an unprogrammable 
version of it? That’s like fighting 
TV by offering people shoeboxes 
with a picture of Teri Hatcher 
glued inside. Radio should fight 
back with its strength, the human 
touch.

“There’s nothing as attractive as 
the idea of somebody presenting 
the music to you,” the publisher of 
the radio magazine Talkers, Mi-
chael Harrison, said. “Great disc 
jockeys made the music sound 
better by giving it meaning.” 

And the WCBS disc jockeys 
were some of the greatest.

“They’d go, ‘Do you remember 
this? Oh my gosh, this was one of 
our tops songs back in the ’60s. 
Frankie Valli never sounded bet-
ter!’” the author of “Punk Mar-
keting,” Richard Laermer, re-
called. “It was patter, real patter, 
and very New York. Getting rid of 
them was like tearing down the 
Empire State Building.”

Well, now it’s being rebuilt. 
News reports say that starting 
Monday, Dan Taylor will be host-
ing 101.1’s morning show, followed 
by Bob Shannon at midday and 
Broadway Bill Lee during the af-
ternoon drive. Mr. Morrow still 
has a year on his contract with 
Sirius, but left numerous doors 
wide open with statements like 
“It’s a very unusual business” and 
“Every day something happens.”

That it does. And sometimes, 
when it’s something good, we’re 
even willing to forgive. 

lskenazy@yahoo.com
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Again in New York 

Lenore Skenazy

c o r r e c t i o n S

Ben Parker took the photo 
of One Prospect Place on 
page 13 of yesterday’s New 
York Sun. The photo credit 
was incorrect.

Woman is the gender of the 
director of Max Lang Gal-
lery, Jamie Birkenhead. Her 
gender was misstated in an 
article on page 1 of the July 9 
Sun. Zurich, Switzerland, is 
where the gallery’s co-own-
er, Max Lang, was born and 
raised, and he is now based 
in New York. His birthplace 
and current residence were 
misstated.

Civil Rights 
Leaders Hit 

Mayor, Klein
By ELIZABETH GREEN
Staff Reporter of the Sun

More than a dozen civil rights 
advocates today will condemn 
Mayor Bloomberg and his schools 
chancellor, Joel Klein, for taking a 
position they say advances racial 
segregation in the city schools.

A Supreme Court ruling last 
month that limited race as a con-
sideration in how schools assign 
students has led school officials to 
investigate how to lift two court 
orders mandating integration in a 
handful of city schools. Mr. Klein 
has called the court orders, which 
draw on the 1954 Brown v. Board 
of Education decision, no longer 
necessary in a school system 
where nearly 75% of students are 
black and Hispanic.

“In an environment like that, a 
focus on racial balance seems to 
me to be not the way to solve the 
problem,” Mr. Klein said on a 
WNYC radio program the day 
the decision was announced. “A 
focus on high-quality education 
for every kid in every school I 
think is the way.”

The civil rights advocates, led by 
the executive director of the New 
York Civil Rights Coalition, Mi-
chael Meyers, and a civil rights at-
torney, Norman Siegel, said their 
working group will defend the 
court orders.

“Schools Chancellor Klein and 
Mayor Bloomberg should be ex-
pressing outrage, not agreement,” 
Mr. Meyers said of the Supreme 
Court decision.

At today’s press conference, 
Messrs. Meyers and Siegel will de-
nounce the decision and also rec-
ommend specific ways for the city 
to integrate schools, including re-
drawing school boundaries.

“We have to confront the in-
creasing retreat from the promise 
of Brown v. Board of Education,” 
Mr. Siegel said.
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Today’s  Tides

Coney  Is land 5:26  am 5:55  pm
Fire  Is land 4:50 am 5:19  pm
Hempstead 5:48  am 6:17  pm
Hunt ington 9:08  am 9:26  pm
Jones  In le t 5 :10  am 5:39 pm
Montauk  Po int 6 :33  am 7:10  pm
E.  Rockaway 5:23  am 5:52  pm

High Tides 1st 2nd

Coney  Is land 11 :23  am —-
F i re  Is land 10 :51  am 11 :55  pm
Hempstead 11 :42  am —-
Hunt ington 3:09  am 3:12  pm
Jones  In le t 1 1 :15  am —-
Montauk  Po int 1 :15  am 12:55  pm
E.  Rockaway 11 :26  am —-

Low Tides 1st 2nd

Hart ford
86/ 64
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84/ 63

Pit tsf ie ld
84/ 60

Br idgeport
82 / 67

New Haven
82 / 67
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Greenwich
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86/ 65

Newark
86/ 69

Southampton
78/ 65

Woodstock
84/ 59

Riverhead
79/ 65

Bay Shore
84/ 67Pr inceton

90/ 65

Trenton
90/ 66

Lakewood
88/ 67

At lant ic  C i ty
83/ 70

CT.

Metro  Area  Forecast
—— TODAY ——

Morning

Af ternoon

Night

Partly sunny; a 
t-storm, warm and

humid. Winds: S
8–16 mph.

84°– 87°

Partly cloudy with
a thunderstorm.
Winds: SW 6–12

mph.

77°– 83°

Clouds and sun,
warm and humid.

Winds: S 4–8 mph.

76°– 83°

—— THURSDAY ——

Turning sunny;
breezy.

84°/ 68°

—— FRIDAY ——

Partial sunshine.

85°/ 66°

—— SATURDAY ——

A thunderstorm
possible.

83°/ 68°

—— SUNDAY ——

Mostly sunny and
nice.

84°/ 72°

Around the  Wor ld
Atlanta 88/69
Baghdad 113/86
Berlin 61/45
Beijing 92/74
Boston 86/66
Brussels 65/46
Buenos Aires 50/34
Cairo 101/75
Chicago 78/59
Dallas 94/76
Hong Kong 90/81
Johannesburg 65/40
London 72/59
Los Angeles 79/63
Madrid 90/63

Mexico City 77/54
Miami 94/79
Moscow 73/63
New Delhi 94/84
Paris 68/57
Rio de Janeiro 75/66
Rome 75/55
San Francisco 72/58
Seattle 98/62
Singapore 88/78
Sydney 59/47
Tel Aviv 91/71
Tokyo 79/72
Toronto 79/57
Washington 93/68
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High/low ................................ 92°/79°
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Record high .................... 102° in 1993
Record low ........................ 55° in 1890

24 hours ending 6 p.m. yest. .... 0.00”
Month to date .............................. 1.40”
Normal month to date .............. 1.46”
Year to date ................................ 33.86”
Normal year to date ................ 25.92”
Days of rain this month .................... 3

Temperature
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New York City through 6 p.m. yesterday

Air Quality / Pollen Count
Air Quality Yesterday: unhealthy

Today’s Outlook: moderate
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201-300, Very Unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous
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Grass yesterday ............................ Low
Trees yesterday ...................... Absent
Weeds yesterday ................ Moderate
Mold yesterday .......................... High
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Summer With a Fringe on Top

Restaurateurs  BjoRn Somlo & AdAm ZieminSki  
with  the co-founder  of  Farm Gir l  Farm,  lAuRA meiSteR

the art ist ic  d i rectors  of  the  
Berkshire  Fr inge Fest iva l ,  

t imothy RyAn olSon,  
SARA kAtZoFF & PeteR WiSe

GREAT BARRINGTON, Mass. – Ac-
tress Sara Katzoff, 26, has tempo-
rarily said goodbye to her steamy 
Park Slope apartment and assort-
ment of freelance gigs in theater, 
arts administration, and market-
ing. 

For the next five weeks, she will 
be in the Berkshires serving as ar-
tistic director of the Berkshire Fringe 
Festival, a responsibility she shares 
with two New York pals: playwright 
Timothy Ryan Olson, 28, who lives 
on the Upper East Side and works at 
a design studio, and musician Peter 
Wise, 27, who lives with and is dat-
ing Ms. Katzoff.

The trio founded the festival two 
years ago to make an artistic mark 
they felt they’d be unable to achieve 
in the city, where expenses are high, 
space is hard to find, and hundreds 
of similar projects (including the 
New York Fringe Festival) already 
exist. 

“ We wanted something that 
wasn’t like anything else in the 
Berkshires,” Ms. Katzoff said at a 
fund-raiser for the festival Monday 
at the Lascano Gallery here. “We’re 
hoping the festival is a new way for 
people to explore new ideas.”

The founders have found the 
Berkshires economically and cul-
turally friendly: Family and friends 
have been quick to pitch in, and au-
diences have been larger and more 
diverse in age than expected, per-
haps because the area already has 
several strong theater companies.

The three-week theater festival, 
which starts next Tuesday on the 
campus of Simon’s Rock College 
here, will present six productions 
that range from avant-garde to 
high camp. A highlight will be New 
York-based composer Yoav Gal’s 
multi-media chamber opera “Venus 
in Furs,” a love story based on the 
1870 novel by Leopold von Sach-
er-Masoch. The novel and Sacher-
Masoch’s surname are the basis for 
the term “masochism.”

A Minneapolis solo performer, 
Amy Salloway, is to appear in a 
comedy about a Jewish summer 
camp, “So Kiss Me Already, Her-
schel Gertz!” A cabaret artist, Fiely 
Matias, is performing his spoof 
of lounge acts in “Lounge-Zilla!,” 
which also appeared in the New 
York Fringe Festival and Don’t Tell 
Mama.

The crowd at the fund-raiser was a 
mix of locals — the fashion designer 
Jeannene Booher, real estate bro-
ker Nancy Kalodner, and art dealer 
Kurt Kolok — and people visiting 
from New York — fashion designer 
Betsy Wise, whose clothes can be 
found in the Cobble Hill boutique 
Meda; a former chef of the res-
taurant Applewood in Park Slope, 
Bjorn Somlo, who is overseeing the 
kitchen at the Stagecoach Tavern in 
Sheffield, Mass., and vintage cloth-
ing seller Petria May, who has a 
store in Great Barrington.

“The fact that the Fringe is hap-
pening is a demonstration of a 
group of young people who feel they 
can do anything here. It’s the en-
trepreneurial spirit, which is what 
built this region in the first place,” 
an artist who lives in North Adams, 
Mass., and has work on view at the 
CRG Gallery in Chelsea, Joshua 
Fields, said.

In a county where the population 
is decreasing and aging, welcoming 
young entrepreneurs has become 
a priority.

“People in the Berkshires under-
stand it’s time to make room for 
the up and comers,” the proprietor 
of the year-old Café Adam, Adam 
Zieminski, 31, said.

But the Fringe Festival artistic di-
rectors aren’t giving up their places 
in the city any time soon. “New York 
is the hub of the theater profession 
in the U.S. It’s important for us to 
be there and, in terms of work, it’s 
much easier to make a living,” Mr. 
Olson said.

agordon@nysun.com

By	Amanda	Gordon&About ut On the Web at www.nysun.com/outandabout
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24 hours ending 6 p.m. yest. .... 0.00”
Month to date .............................. 1.40”
Normal month to date .............. 1.46”
Year to date ................................ 33.86”
Normal year to date ................ 25.92”
Days of rain this month .................... 3

Temperature

Precipitation

New York City through 6 p.m. yesterday

Air Quality / Pollen Count
Air Quality Yesterday: unhealthy

Today’s Outlook: moderate
0 50 100 150 200 300 500

0-50, Good; 51-100, Moderate; 101-150,
Unhealthy for sens. grps.; 151-200, Unhealthy;
201-300, Very Unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous

AQ Source: NYSDEC, Pollen: National Allergy Bureau

Grass yesterday ............................ Low
Trees yesterday ...................... Absent
Weeds yesterday ................ Moderate
Mold yesterday .......................... High

Temperature  Trends

Sun & Moon

Prec ip i tat ion

Sunrise today ........................ 5:34 a.m.
Sunset tonight ...................... 8:29 p.m.
Moonrise today .................... 2:12 a.m.
Moonset today ...................... 6:19 p.m.
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Today’s  Tides

Coney  Is land 5:26  am 5:55  pm
Fire  Is land 4:50 am 5:19  pm
Hempstead 5:48  am 6:17  pm
Hunt ington 9:08  am 9:26  pm
Jones  In le t 5 :10  am 5:39 pm
Montauk  Po int 6 :33  am 7:10  pm
E.  Rockaway 5:23  am 5:52  pm

High Tides 1st 2nd

Coney  Is land 11 :23  am —-
F i re  Is land 10 :51  am 11 :55  pm
Hempstead 11 :42  am —-
Hunt ington 3:09  am 3:12  pm
Jones  In le t 1 1 :15  am —-
Montauk  Po int 1 :15  am 12:55  pm
E.  Rockaway 11 :26  am —-

Low Tides 1st 2nd

Hart ford
86/ 64

Spr ingf ie ld
84/ 63

Pit tsf ie ld
84/ 60

Br idgeport
82 / 67

New Haven
82 / 67

Waterbury
86/ 63

Poughkeeps ie
86/ 62

Kingston
82 / 63

Norwich
84/ 64

Albany
88/ 62

Greenwich
86/ 66

New Ci ty
86/ 65

Newark
86/ 69

Southampton
78/ 65

Woodstock
84/ 59

Riverhead
79/ 65

Bay Shore
84/ 67Pr inceton

90/ 65

Trenton
90/ 66

Lakewood
88/ 67

At lant ic  C i ty
83/ 70

CT.

Metro  Area  Forecast
—— TODAY ——

Morning

Af ternoon

Night

Partly sunny; a 
t-storm, warm and

humid. Winds: S
8–16 mph.

84°– 87°

Partly cloudy with
a thunderstorm.
Winds: SW 6–12

mph.

77°– 83°

Clouds and sun,
warm and humid.

Winds: S 4–8 mph.

76°– 83°

—— THURSDAY ——

Turning sunny;
breezy.

84°/ 68°

—— FRIDAY ——

Partial sunshine.

85°/ 66°

—— SATURDAY ——

A thunderstorm
possible.

83°/ 68°

—— SUNDAY ——

Mostly sunny and
nice.

84°/ 72°

Around the  Wor ld
Atlanta 88/69
Baghdad 113/86
Berlin 61/45
Beijing 92/74
Boston 86/66
Brussels 65/46
Buenos Aires 50/34
Cairo 101/75
Chicago 78/59
Dallas 94/76
Hong Kong 90/81
Johannesburg 65/40
London 72/59
Los Angeles 79/63
Madrid 90/63

Mexico City 77/54
Miami 94/79
Moscow 73/63
New Delhi 94/84
Paris 68/57
Rio de Janeiro 75/66
Rome 75/55
San Francisco 72/58
Seattle 98/62
Singapore 88/78
Sydney 59/47
Tel Aviv 91/71
Tokyo 79/72
Toronto 79/57
Washington 93/68
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